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But Nala did not know that Kali was hidden
within the " Bull " !

Such a game could have but one ending! Nala
lost his jewels and his personal ornaments; next the
rich and ponderous vessels of gold which adorned
his royal palace ; then his chariots and the horses
that he loved with all the strength of his warrior
heart; and at last his robes of royalty, rich with cloth
of gold and gems of shining light.

And still the fever of chance and hazard was
unsubdued ; nay it increased with each successive loss,
for at each throw of the dice he hoped to win again
what he had lost.

For Nala did not know that Kali was hidden
within the " Bull " !

News of the game was brought to the people of
the city, and they came in crowds to the palace gate
to show their sorrow for what they called the sickness
of the well-loved master. Then word was brought
to the princess of their presence, and she went herself
to her husband to tell him that the chief men of
his city desired to speak with him.

But the fever of chance and hazard burnt so
fiercely in the blood of Nala that he would not
speak a word to his trembling wife ; and when
this was told to the counsellors at the gate they
hung their heads in sorrow and said to one another,
" Our master is himself no longer." Then they
went away, sad at heart, while the foolish game
went on and the brother of the prince won and
won again.